issue 239 | january 2010

contents

28 Fifth time’s a charm

The Gillies’ family home, on the outskirts of
Edinburgh, proves that self-builders just get
better with experience

Lost in space

Space, light and simplicity: the Graysons had a
short and simple checklist for their modern home,
and they’ve definitely ticked all the boxes

No spilt milk
“We knew this was going to be our ‘forever’ house”
- a Victorian cow shed turned rural idyll

Kitchen dream
The all-important Aga takes centre stage in the
McCann’s dramatically extended kitchen

Reinventing the seventies

An unusual north American-style home gets the full
makeover treatment - keeping the quirky character,
but losing the old-fashioned internal spaces

Shine on
Stylish taps and showerheads that will inject
contemporary glamour into any bathroom

New dawn for self build

Is this going to be the year you take the plunge?
Build It asked some seasoned pros what they think
2010 might hold in store for self-builders

Another level

With new, tougher Building Regulations in the
pipeline for energy efficiency, here’s what it takes
to build yourself a ‘Code 3’ sustainable home
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©® Roomup top - loft conversions, are they worthiit? p32

©® Wet & wild - super sexy taps and showers p72 ® Win!
inSinkErator gadgets worth over £1,850 p14 plus
money-off BRE offer pSO @ Savvy shopper - save £££s
inthe sales p37 @ Get set for Code Three - what
compliance will mean to you p78

You'll find hundreds of plots, build tips and advice at www.self-build.co.uk

JANUARY 2010 | BUILD IT



contents

82 Loft conversions
It’s the easiest way to get more room without
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anyone else gets to them first!)

91 Design doctor
Two competition winners spent a day with architect
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revised plans to ‘future proof’ their Edwardian home
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Everyone needs a bit of extra help sometimes,
whether it’s tracking down that elusive DIY tool or
getting sound financial advice. Build It's panel of
professionals once again come to readers’ rescue
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What can you afford? Use these budgets to work
out how much your build will cost, whether you
hire a project manager or do it yourself
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costings for putting up your internal walls
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Get in touch with your opinions and feedback
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This month Michael and Claire Youatt’s cottage
renovation sees the replacement of some
ugly, unstable beams
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Sign up for a year and get 30 per cent off the price
you’'d pay in the shops
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February’s Build It is packed with features and ideas
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A seaside home with curve appeal, in the form of
a dramatically swooping, metal-encased roof
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What will the new year bring for the planning world? buildit@oceanmedia.co.uk
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Plots all over the country for your perusal

BIG WINS!

We’ve got £1,852
worth of steaming
hot water taps and
food waste disposers
up for grabs

Three Hippobag
waste sacks plus
collection, worth
over £240

Essential adhesives
from Gorilla Glue,

worth £70

Two brilliant
bathroom products

+

A Build It and BRE
special offer - p80!

GET IN TOUCH!
Want to feature your
dream self-build in Build
It? Then send an email to

with your contact details

and a brief outline of your
Building a holiday cottage on rural land self-build experience.

You must have finished
building it first!

You'll find hundreds of plots, build tips and advice at www.self-build.co.uk
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