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70 Time to open up
 When the McDowells couldn’t find the perfect 

house for themselves, they bought the next best 
thing and extended to transform their space

79 Don’t be square 
 Tiles have gone uber-cool, with texture, pattern and 

bold colour wiping away the noughties’ love-affair 
with everything neutral 
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94 Room by room: living rooms
 Get the design details and proportions right with 

our essential guide to lounging around

88 How to build? 
 What build system will you choose for your home? 

To help you decide, here’s a quick run-down on the 
methods used by most self-builders   

32 Lessons in life
 Think you can’t manage a build as a first timer? 

Check out the Friedmans’ story for a little 
inspiration as they spread their self-build wings

40 Hidden gem 
 When it came to building their own house, the 

Hawkins wanted old-world charm and the latest 
mod cons for a comfortable home

50 Above par 
 A bungalow on the edge of a golf course provided 

Mark McIntosh with the perfect raw materials for  
a dramatic makeover

60 Inspired by design 
 Designer Heinz Voigt built an unusual home that’s 

perfectly tailored to life with teenagers, and makes 
the most of its farmland plot
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GET IN TOUCH!
Want to feature your 

dream self-build in Build 
It? Then send an email to 

buildit@oceanmedia.co.uk 
with your contact details
and a brief outline of your 

self-build experience. 
You must have fi nished 

building it fi rst!

£100 of paint from 
Dulux Trade See p17

£2,000 of fl ooring 
vouchers from Kährs 
See p14

One of two 12V power 
tool kits from Ryobi, 
worth £169.99 each 
See p15

BIG WINS! 

+
35 pairs of tickets to 
the 2010 Ideal Home 

Show – see p15
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 The planning pitfalls of buying to demolish

130 Plot watch
 Building a contemporary new home in an AONB 

133 Land for sale
 Nationwide plot listings: take your pick

106 Build your own home, 
part 2: finance

 Get the budgets right and you’ll be in for a smoother 
ride. Easier said than done? Not with our guide 

111 Design doctor
Architect Jane Duncan revisits a home she featured 
at the beginning of last year: what’s been done, and 
has it changed its occupants’ lives for the better? 

114 Ask our experts
 Loft conversions, demolition costs and thin-joint 

systems explained in this month’s Q&A 

118 Cost calculator
 Find out how much it’ll cost to complete your self-

build, whether you use a main contractor or tackle 
the project-management yourself 

122 Costs: joinery work and fittings       
Whether you want a fitted kitchen or a new 
staircase, here’s what it’s likely to cost

11 News 
 The latest homes to inspire you, building news, 

competitions and a special green homes section 

18 Style guide: Georgian 
 Perfect proportions and classical details make for 

the most elegant building style there is 

21 Letters 
 Got a story, or a rant? We want to hear from you

22 Diary of an eco-renovation 
 Checking on the progress of Michael and Clare 

Youatt’s pair of Devon cob cottages 

124 Subscriptions 
 Get 30 per cent off the price you’d pay in the 

shops when you subscribe for a year

144 Next month 
 The contents of April’s Build It revealed 

146 The big idea
 Home for Life, an experimental eco-house

contents

EXPERT HELP

REGULARS

You’ll fi nd hundreds of plots, build tips and advice at www.self-build.co.uk

30 PER CENT OFF THE SHOP PRICE WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE – SEE PAGE 124
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90 Housebuilding directory 
 A guide to design and package companies – all the 

main players, and what they can do for you

102 Power tool basics
 Work out what you need – and what you don’t – we 

bring you all the need to know facts
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